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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A font sharing system in whicK data can be 
communicated between a client computer and a server, 
wherein said client computer includes means for 
transmitting character specifying data, which specifies 
a character, and font specifying data, which specifies a 
font of the character, to graid server; and said server 
includes : 

first character ima^e data storage means storing 
character image data expressing a character as an image; 

receiving means for receiving the character 
specifying data and ^he font specifying data transmitted 
from said client computer; 

retrieval meafos for retrieving, from said first 
character image data storage means, character image data 
expressing a character, which has been specified by the 
character/specifying data received by said receiving 
means, gfs an iqfiajj^e in such a manner that the specified 
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^ye a font ^p^cified by the font 
ing daWa received by said receiving means; 
er image data generating means for 
generating /the character image data in response to a 
situation /vhere the character image data cannot be found 
in said f/irst character image data storage means by 
retrieval, performed by said retrieval means; and 
character image data transmitting means for 
transmitting, to said client computer, character image 
data generated by said character image data generating 
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means or characte/ jtfnage d^ta found by retrieval by said 
retrieval means. \^ 

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein said client 
computer further includes means for transmitting, to 
said server, size designating data representing the size 
of a character specified by said character specifying 
data; and 

sail retrieval means of said server retrieves, from 
said first character image data storage means, character 
image data expressing a character, which has been 
specified by the character speCifying data and has a 
size that has been designated by the size designating 
data, as an image in such a manner that the specified 
character will have a font specified by the font 
specifying data. 
3. The system according to claim 2, wherein said client 
computer further includes display control means for 
controlling aVdisplay device in such a manner that a 
frame having/ the^size of a character represented on the 
basis of tijjk size designating data will be displayed on 
a display iscreen. 



4 . The s 
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ystem according to claim 2, wherein said client 
further includes 
ond character image data storage means for 
storing character image data expressing a character as 
an image 

determination means for determining whether 

image data expressing a character as an image 
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has been stored in said second character image data 
storage means, wherein said character has been specified 
by the character specifying data, has a font that has 
been specified by the font specifying data and a size 
that has been Idesignated by the size designating data; 
and J 

enlarging/reducing means which, in response to a 



determination 
that the char 



by said determination means to the effect 
acter image data has not been stored in 
said second character image data storage means, is for 
processing the character image data in such a manner 
that, of character image data that has been stored in 
said second character image data storage means, a 
character image that has been specified by the character 
specifying data and has a font that has been specified 
by the font specifying data will be enlarged or reduced 
so as to take on a size that has been designated by the 
size designating data, 

5. The system according to y6laim 1, wherein said client 
computer includes : 

font preview data storage determination means for 
determining whether forft preview data, which is for 
displaying a rejSre sfo#t at ive character having a font 
specified by tpe fq$\t specifying data, has been stored; 

display c^nj^fol means for controlling a display 
device so as to /display, on a display screen, the 
representative/ character represented by the font preview 
data in response to a determination by said font preview 
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data storage determination means that the font preview 
data has been stored; anc 

means for transmitting to the server a request to 
transmit the font preview data in response to a 
determination by ^sai<a font preview data storage 
determination nfeangflthat the font preview data has not 
been stored; and 

said servey further includes font preview data 
transmitting means for transmitting the font preview 
data to said client computer in response to the font 
preview data/ transmission request transmitted from said 
client computer. 

6. The system according to claim 1, wherein said 
transmitting means of said client computer transmits, to 
the servej:, character string specifying data for 
specifying a combination of a plurality of characters 
constructing a character string, and font specifying 
data for /specifying fonts of the characters constructing 
the character string; 

sail receiving means of said server receives the 
character string data and the font specifying data 
transmit -ed from said transmitting means; and 

said retrieval means of said server retrieves, from 
said first character image data storage means, character 
image data expressing characters as images, wherein each 
of these characters, which construct the character 
string specified by the character string data, has a 
font that has been specified by the font specifying 
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data. 

7. The system according to claim 1, wherein said client 
computer further includes style data transmitting means 
for transmitting, to the server, character style 
designating data for designating style of a character 
specified by the character specifying data; and 

said server includes: 

designated character-style retrieval means for 
retrieving, from said first character image data storage 
designated-style character image data expressing, 
as an image, a character of a style designated by the 
character style designating data transmitted from said 
style data transmitting means; 

designated-style character image data generating 
means for generating the designated-style character 
image data in response to a situation where the 
designated-style character image data is not found by 
said designated character-style retrieval means; and 

designated-style character image data transmitting 
means f^r transmitting, to said client computer, the 
designa :ed-style character image data generated by said 
designai;ed-style character image data generating means 
or the aesignated-style character image data found by 
said designated character-style retrieval means. 

8. The system according to claim 7, wherein said server 
further includes style information transmitting means 
for transmitting, to said client computer, style 
information lor generating the designated-style 
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character imaje data; and 



said cli 
generating th<5 
based upon tho 



snt computer further includes means for 
designated-style character image data 
style information and the character image 
data transmitted from said style information 
transmitting njeans . 

9. The system^ according to claim 1, wherein said client 
computer f arther includes character image data storage 
means for storing the character image data transmitted 
from said Character image data transmitting means. 
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The system according to claim 1, wherein said 



server inc. 



udes ; 



a prir.ting device; and 

means for generating new character image data, from 
the character image data that has been designated by 
said character image data generating means, so as to 
obtain a character image having a resolution suited to 
the resolution of said printing device. 
11. A client computer capable/of communicating data 
with a server, comprising: 

means for transmitting^ character specifying data, 
which specifies a ch^£^ct4r, and font specifying data, 
which specifies a f/Snt jfif the character, to said server; 
and 

receiving meaK^s^or receiving character image data 
expressing a character, which has been transmitted from 
said server and specified by the character specifying 
data, as an image in such a manner that the specified 
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character will havef a^Tfont specified by the font 
specifying data, 

12. A server capable/of communicating data with a 
client computer, coirtprising: 

character image data storage means storing 
character image d£ta expressing a character as an image; 

receiving rrfeans for receiving character specifying 
data, which spe/cifies a character, and font specifying 
data, which specifies a font of the character, 
10 transmitted ^rom said client computer; 

retrieval means for retrieving, from said character 
image data Jbtorage means, character image data 
expre^Sl^f\g / a character, which has been specified by the 
character /^ecifying data received by said receiving 
15 me&ns, as/ gfii image in such a manner that the specified 
cJjaractef /wiiu have a £&&£T specified by the font 
sttecitytfnq data received by said receiving means; 

character image data generating means for 
generating the character image data in response to a 
20 situatlLon where the character image data cannot be found 
in safd character image data storage means by retrieval 
perfqjtmed by said retrieval means; and 

character image data transmitting means for 
transmitting, to said client computer, character image 
25 datcf generated by said character image data generating 

means or character image data found by retrieval by said 
ret rieval means . 

13. A method of sharing fonts in a system in which .data 
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can be communicated between a /client computer and a 
server, comprising the steps /of : 

transmitting character/ specif ying data, which 
specifies a character, ancy f ont specifying data, which 
specifies a font of the character, from the client 
computer to the server; 

receiving the character specifying data and the 
font specifying data at the server; 

retrieving, at uhe server, character image data 
expressing a character, which has been specified by the 
received character specifying data, as an image in such 
a manner that the specified character will have a font 
specified by £he /Received font specifying data; 

transmitting/ the charact^ExJjn§.ge data that has been 
found from tOie sj^i^er ±j©^he client computer; 

in resporTsi to a situation where the character 
image data is rpt found, generating the character image 
data; and 

transmitting the generated character image data 
from the server to the client computer. 
14, The itfethod according to claim 13, further 
the steps of : 
transmitting, from the client computer to the 
server, size designating data representing the size of a 
character specified by said character specifying data; 
and 

retrieving, at the server, character image data 
expressing a character, which has been specified by the 
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character specifying data and has a size that has been 
designated by/ the size designating data, as an image in 
such a manner! that the specified character will have a 
font specified by the font specifying data. 

15. The method ape<$rding to claim 14, wherein said 
client computer (di^plays^on a display screen, a frame 
having the size c^_a^<5haracter represented on the basis 

*of the size designating data. 

16. The method according to claim 13, further 
comprising a step of transmitting, from the client 
computer tt> the server, character string specifying data 
for specifying a combination of a plurality of 
characters! constructing a character string, and font 
specifying data for specifying fonts of the characters 
constructing the character string; 

receiving, at the server, the character string data 
and the font specifying data transmitted from the client 
computer;! and 

retrieving, at the server, character image data 
expressing characters as images, wherein each of these 
characters, which construct the character string 
specified! by the character string data, has a font that 
has been specified by the font specifying data. 

17. A method of controlling the operation of a client 
computer capable of^ommunicating data with a server, 
comprising the stgpsyfpf: 

transmitting ycyh^ac^je^" specifying data, which 
specifies a character, and font specifying data, which 



specifies a font of the character/ to the server; and 

receiving character image data expressing a 
character, which has been transmitted from the server 
and specified by the charactey specifying data, as an 
5 image in such a manner that uhe specified character will 
have a font specified by the font specifying data. 
18. A method of controlling the operation of a server 
capable of communicating data with a client computer, 
comprising the steps of:/ 
10 receiving character specifying data, which 

3 specifies a character ,/ and font specifying data, which 

\& specifies a font of tne character, transmitted from the 

fj] client computer; / 

retrieving character image data expressing a 
^ 15 character, which has been specified by the received 

Ul character specif ydmg data, as an image in such a manner 

M that the specified character will have a font specified 

- ^ / I A 

by the foryt specifying data; 

generating/ the cnafacter image data in response to 
20 a situation whepre the character image data cannot be 
found; and / 

transmitting, to the client computer, character 
image data that has been generated or character image 
data that has been found. 
25 19. A recording medium storing a program for 

controlling/ a client computer capable of communicating 
data with a server, said program: 

causiJng the server to transmit character specifying 
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data, which specifies a characteiv, and font specifying 
data, which specifies a font of fche character, to the 
server; and 

controlling the client cdinputer so as to receive 
5 character image data expressMig a character, which has 
been transmitted from the senrver and specified by the 
character specifying data, /as an image in such a manner 
that the specified character will have a font specif ied 
by the font specifying darta. 
10 20. A server-readable recording medium storing a 
program for controlling/ a server capable of 
communicating data witM a client computer, said program: 
causing the server to receive character specifying 
data, which specifies/ a character, and font specifying 
15 data, which specifies a font of the character, 
transmitted frcOTf^tlie client computer; 

causing ythe server to retrieve character image data 
expressing a/ char^Ljc\er , which Jjas^been specified by the 
received chdractefc specifying data, as an image in such 
20 a manner that^he specified character will have a font 
specified by the font specifying data; 

causing tWe server to generate the character image 
data in response to a situation where the character 
image data cannot be found; and 
25 controlling the server so as to transmit, to the 

client computer, character image data that has been 
generated or/ character image data that has been found. 




